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The Crossrail Bill, published on Wed 23 February 2004, allows the
Secretary of State for Transport to instruct the Rail Regulator to give
Crossrail trains priority on the Great Western and Great Eastern main lines.

The Bill would disallow the normal process for
seeking and retaining access rights for train paths
between different passenger and freight train
operators. It would allow Crossrail trains to have
exclusive use of the slow lines so that intercity
125 passenger services, other slower passenger
services and freight would all be expected to
operate on the fast lines.

Passengers from Reading, Cardiff, Bristol and
Oxford, as well as Chelmsford, Ipswich and
Norwich must expect much longer journey times
and worse reliability, although passengers within
the Maidenhead to Shenfield corridor could expect
much improved services. 

Freight will be seriously affected, since the Great
Western carries some 40 trains per day, many

Rail freight trial by Tesco. Tesco started rail freight trials with EWS on 14 February 2005, transporting 
supermarket goods from Mossend to Inverness. The units are transported on the same multi-user train which 
is also used by Morrisons (who acquired Safeway) to serve its Inverness stores. Trains operate at 75mph.

with building aggregates for the London and South
East area, and the Great Eastern is one of the main
routes for deep-sea containers from Felixstowe
inland. Both are markets that are expected to grow
significantly in the future.

In addition, Crossrail may cut off temporarily or
close permanently a number of freight terminals
along the GE and GW, and cause the important rail-
connected concrete plant west of Royal Oak to
have to close due to an inflexible attitude to
Crossrail operations.

The Bill therefore undermines the principle of
independent economic regulation, by giving the
Secretary of State powers to issue directions to the
ORR. 
(see Opinion page 4)


